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U.S. BANK STADIUM 

LIGHTING POLICY 

 

The Authority and the Team have agreed to the following lighting policy (“Lighting Policy”) 

effective March 31, 2017, as it relates to certain lighting protocols for U.S. Bank Stadium. 

The parties agree that the Lighting Policy allows for operational flexibility based on specific 

event requirements, repairs and emergency situations  and further agree that certain exceptions to 

the Lighting Policy may be implemented based on exceptional circumstances that may arise with 

regard to the impact of the Lighting Policy on the City and the surrounding neighborhood. The 

Lighting Policy is further subject to change and modification by mutual agreement, and the 

parties agree to review the Lighting Policy on a periodic basis to consider adjustments as 

additional information regarding the Lighting Policy is determined. 

 
A. U.S. Bank Stadium Roof Sign 

1. Team Stadium Event Days 

 The illumination levels for the U.S. Bank Stadium roof sign lighting fixtures will be 

determined by the Team for Team Stadium Events, provided, however, that the illumination 

levels for the U.S. Bank Stadium roof sign lighting fixtures shall be operated at no greater 

than 50% capacity. 

 

 The U.S. Bank Stadium roof sign lighting fixtures will be illuminated no earlier than sunrise 

on the day of a Team Stadium Event and shall not be operated past 10:00 p.m. Monday 

through Thursday or past 11:00 p.m. Friday through Sunday; provided, however, that in the 

event the Team Stadium Event extends past the forgoing times, then the U.S. Bank Stadium 

roof sign lighting fixtures may be operated up to ninety (90) minutes after the conclusion of 

the Team Stadium Event and provided further that the period of illumination does not extend 

past 11:59 p.m. 

 

 The color of the U.S. Bank Stadium roof sign lighting will be determined by the Team for 

Team Stadium Events. The Team shall make every reasonable effort to provide notice of the 

selected color scheme to the Authority no later than twenty-four (24) hours in advance of a 

Team Stadium Event. 

 

 The illumination levels for the U.S. Bank Stadium roof sign lighting will at all times comply 

with applicable City of Minneapolis ordinances. 

 
2. Authority Event Days 

 The illumination levels for the U.S. Bank Stadium roof sign lighting fixtures will be 

determined by the Authority for Authority Events, provided, however, the illumination 

levels for the U.S. Bank Stadium roof sign lighting fixtures shall be operated at no greater 

than 50% capacity. 

 

 The U.S. Bank Stadium roof sign lighting fixtures will be illuminated no earlier than sunrise 
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on the day of an Authority Event and shall not be operated past 10:00 p.m. Monday through 

Thursday or past 11:00 p.m. Friday through Sunday; provided, however, that in the event the 

Authority Event extends past the forgoing times, then the U.S. Bank Stadium roof sign 

lighting fixtures may be operated up to ninety (90) minutes after the conclusion of the 

Authority Event and provided further that the period of illumination does not extend past 

11:59 p.m. 

 

 The color of the U.S. Bank Stadium roof sign lighting will be determined by the Authority for 

each Authority Event. The Authority shall make every reasonable effort to provide notice of 

the selected color scheme to the Team no later than twenty four (24) hours in advance of a 

Authority Event. 

 

 The illumination levels for the U.S. Bank Stadium roof sign lighting will at all times comply 

with applicable City of Minneapolis ordinances. 

 
3. Non-Event Days 

 On dates when no event is scheduled at U.S. Bank Stadium, the U.S. Bank Stadium roof sign 

lighting fixtures illumination levels shall be operated at no greater than 50% capacity. 

 

 The U.S. Bank Stadium roof sign lighting fixtures shall be operated from sunset until 10:00 

p.m. Monday through Thursday and until 11:00 p.m. Friday through Sunday. 

 

 When in use, the color of the U.S. Bank Stadium roof sign lighting will be “white” unless (i) 

the Authority has received an exceptional request to implement an alternative color scheme to 

recognize a specific event or (ii) an alternative color scheme is set forth in the Annual Event 

Lighting Calendar below (“Annual Event Lighting Calendar”).  In the event the Authority 

receives an exceptional request to implement an alternative color scheme, it shall make every 

reasonable effort to provide notice of the selected color scheme to the Team no later than 

twenty four (24) hours in advance of the date the color scheme will be utilized. 

 

 Annual Event Lighting Calendar: 

 

o Valentine’s Day – red. 

o St. Patrick’s Day – green. 

o Prince Day – purple. 

o Patriotic Holidays (e.g., President’s Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day and 

Veterans’ Day) – red, white and blue. 

o Christmas – red and green. 

o Cancer Awareness Days/Events (e.g., pink for Breast Cancer Awareness; others by 

mutual agreement of Authority and Team). 

o Additional events, holidays, or recognition as approved by the Authority.  In the event 

the Authority approves an alternative color scheme that is not requested by the Team, 

it shall make every reasonable effort to provide notice of the selected color scheme to 

the Team no later than twenty four (24) hours in advance of the date the color scheme 

will be utilized. 
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B. Façade Lighting 

1. Team Stadium Event Days 

 The use of, and illumination levels for, the U.S. Bank Stadium façade lighting will be 

determined by the Team for each Team Stadium Event. 

 

 The façade lighting fixtures will be illuminated no earlier than sunrise on the day of a Team 

Stadium Event and may be operated up to ninety (90) minutes after the conclusion of the 

Team Stadium Event, provided, however, that the period of illumination does not extend 

past 11:59 p.m. unless determined necessary for guest exiting or security purposes in 

consultation with the Authority or the stadium Manager. 

 

 Illumination levels will at all times comply with applicable City of Minneapolis ordinances. 

 
2. Authority Event Days 

 The use of, and illumination levels for, the U.S. Bank Stadium façade lighting fixtures will be 

determined by the Authority for each Authority Event. 

 

 The façade lighting fixtures can be illuminated no earlier than sunrise on the day of an 

Authority Event and may be operated up to ninety (90) minutes after the conclusion of the 

Authority Event, provided, however, that the period of illumination does not extend past 

11:59 p.m. unless determined necessary for guest exiting or security purposes by the stadium 

Manager. 

 

 Illumination levels will at all times comply with applicable City of Minneapolis ordinances. 

 
3. Non-Event Days 

 On dates when no event is scheduled at U.S. Bank Stadium, the U.S. Bank Stadium façade 

lighting fixtures will not generally be operated, except as determined by the Authority or 

upon request of the Team, as approved by the Authority. 

 
C. Bowl Glow Lights 

1. Team Stadium Event Days 

 The use of, and the illumination levels for, the U.S. Bank Stadium bowl glow lights will be 

determined by the Team for each Team Stadium Event. 

 

 The U.S. Bank Stadium bowl glow lights will be illuminated no earlier than sunrise on the 

day of a Team Stadium Event and may be operated up to ninety (90) minutes after the 

conclusion of the Team Stadium Event. 

 

 The color of the U.S. Bank Stadium bowl glow lights will be determined by the Team for 

Team Stadium Events. The Team shall make every reasonable effort to provide notice of the 

selected color scheme to the Authority no later than twenty-four (24) hours in advance of a 
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Team Stadium Event. 

 

 Illumination levels will at all times comply with applicable City of Minneapolis ordinances. 

 
2. Authority Event Days 

 The use of, and illumination levels for, the U.S. Bank Stadium bowl glow lights will be 

determined by the Authority for each Authority Event. 

 

 When in use, the U.S. Bank Stadium bowl glow lights can be illuminated no earlier than 

sunrise on the day of an Authority Event and may be operated up to ninety (90) minutes after 

the conclusion of the Authority Event. 

 

 The color of the U.S. Bank Stadium bowl glow lights will be determined by the Authority for 

Authority Events.  The Authority shall make every reasonable effort to provide notice of the 

selected color scheme to the Team no later than twenty-four (24) hours in advance of an 

Authority Event. 

 

 Illumination levels will at all times comply with applicable City of Minneapolis ordinances. 

 
3. Non-Event Days 

 Unless otherwise agreed by the Authority and Team, on dates when no event is scheduled at 

U.S. Bank Stadium, the U.S. Bank Stadium bowl glow lighting fixtures will be operated at an 

illumination level sufficient to highlight the “floating roof” design of the stadium from sunset 

to 10:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday and from sunset to 11:00 p.m. Friday through 

Sunday; provided, however, that in no event will the Bowl Glow Lights be illuminated at 

greater than 50% capacity and provided further that the Authority shall not be required to 

operate the Bowl Glow Lights when an illumination level sufficient to highlight the “floating 

roof” design of the stadium is provided by other lighting fixtures in the stadium. 

 

 When in use, the color of the U.S. Bank Stadium bowl glow lights will be determined by the 

Authority and Team or as set forth in the Annual Event Lighting Calendar in Section A.3 

above. 

 

 Illumination levels will at all times comply with applicable City of Minneapolis ordinances. 

 

 By mutual agreement of the Authority and Team, the U.S. Bank Stadium bowl glow lights 

may also be supplemented within the hours of operation described above by 

activation of the internal Stadium videoboards and ribbon boards at mutually-agreed intensity 

levels to enhance the glow during certain events or under other circumstances (e.g., Prince 

Day, Color Rush, select holidays or other special events). 

 
D. Prow Video Board & Viking Legacy Ship Marquee Video Board 

 During all event and non-event days, the illumination levels for the U.S. Bank Stadium prow 

video board (referred to as the “freeform LED” in the Use Agreement) and the Viking Legacy 

Ship marquee video board will be controlled by the Daktronics software, which is 
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programmed to be in alignment with City of Minneapolis ordinances for each Stadium Event. 

 
E. Viking Legacy Ship Feature Lighting 

 

 During all event and non-event days, the Viking Legacy Ship feature lighting (e.g., bow, 

eyes, hull, oars, shields, reader rails, and stern (wayfinding) sign) will be operated at 100% 

lighting capacity 24-hours per day/7 days per week. 

 

 Unless otherwise mutually agreed to by the Authority and Team, the color of the Viking 

Legacy Ship feature lighting will be as follows: (i) bow, eyes, and hull – purple and (ii) oars, 

shields, reader rails and stern (wayfinding) sign – white. 

 

 Illumination levels will at all times comply with applicable City of Minneapolis ordinances. 

 
F. U.S. Bank Stadium Sign at Viking Legacy Ship Lighting  

 During all  event and non-event days, the lighting of the U.S. Bank Stadium sign located at 

the prow of the Viking Legacy Ship will be operated at 100% illumination capacity and will 

be controlled by a photocell switch for purposes of timing its operation. 

 

 Illumination levels will at all times comply with applicable City of Minneapolis ordinances. 

 
G. DTE Concessions Building Video Ribbon Boards 

1. Team Stadium Event Days 

 The use of, and the illumination levels for, the U.S. Bank Stadium DTE Concessions Building 

Video Ribbon Boards will be determined by the Team for each Team Stadium Event. The 

DTE Concessions Building Video Ribbon Boards will be illuminated no earlier than sunrise 

on the day of a Team Stadium Event, and may be operated up to ninety (90) minutes after the 

conclusion of the Team Stadium Event. 

 

 The content displayed on the U.S. Bank Stadium DTE Concessions Building Video Ribbon 

Boards will be determined by the Team for each Team Stadium Event; provided, however, 

the Authority and the Team agree that a portion of the DTE Concession Building Video 

Ribbon Board will be used to promote the DTE Concession stand when such concession 

stand is in operation. 

 
2. Authority Event Days 

 The use of, and the illumination levels for, for the U.S. Bank Stadium DTE Concessions 

Building Video Ribbon Boards will be determined by the Authority for each Authority Event. 

The DTE Concessions Building Video Ribbon Boards can be illuminated no earlier than 

sunrise on the day of an Authority Event and may be operated up to ninety (90) minutes after 

the conclusion of the Authority Event. 

 

 The content displayed on the U.S. Bank Stadium DTE Concessions Building Video Ribbon 
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Boards will be determined by the Authority for each Authority Event; provided, however, 

the Authority and the Team agree that a portion of the DTE Concessions Building Video 

Ribbon Board will be used to promote the DTE Concessions stand when such concession 

stand is in operation. 

 
3. Non-Event Days 

 Unless otherwise mutually agreed to by the Authority and Team, the U.S. Bank Stadium 

DTE Concessions Building Video Ribbon Boards will not be illuminated on dates when no 

event is scheduled at U.S. Bank Stadium. 

 

 Illumination levels will at all times comply with applicable City of Minneapolis ordinances. 

 
H. Medtronic Monument 

1. Team Stadium Event Days 

 The illumination levels for the Medtronic Monument will be determined by the Team for 

each Team Stadium Event. 

 

 The illumination levels for the Medtronic Monument will comply with applicable City of 

Minneapolis ordinances. 

 
2. Authority Event Days 

 The illumination levels for the Medtronic Monument will be determined by the Authority for 

each Authority Event. 

 

 The illumination levels for the Medtronic Monument will comply with applicable City of 

Minneapolis ordinances. 

 
3. Non-Event Days 

 The Medtronic Monument’s lighting fixtures will be operated at 100% lighting capacity 24-

hours per day/7 days per week when no event is scheduled at U.S. Bank Stadium.  

 

 The illumination levels for the Medtronic Monument will comply with applicable City of 

Minneapolis ordinances. 
 

I. SEASONAL LIGHTING CONTROLS 

 During the periods of March 15 through May 31 and August 15 through October 31 of each 

year, the Authority will endeavor to turn off interior and exterior building lights or otherwise 

reduce illumination levels between midnight and dawn to the extent turning off lights or 

reducing illumination levels is consistent with each of the following: (i) the effective 

operations of U.S. Bank Stadium, (ii) public safety and security, and (iii) the specific policies 

and parameters set forth in this Lighting Policy. 
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J. TERMINOLOGY 

 Unless otherwise defined herein, capitalized terms shall have the same meaning as defined in 

the Second Amended and Restated Stadium Use Agreement by and between the Minnesota 

Sports Facilities Authority and Minnesota Vikings Football Stadium, LLC, effective October 

3, 2013, and as may be amended from time to time. 

 

 All time references are to the Central Time Zone. 

 

 For purposes of this Lighting Policy, the term “Authority” shall mean the Minnesota Sports 

Facilities Authority acting by and through its Executive Director or acting by and through a 

party designated by the Authority. 


